May 30, 2011

Late Breaking News, Compelling Ideas, Just
Plain Good Stuff for the Gaming Industry!

"For all of you, I ask that the
next time you see a service
member or veteran, thank
them. Know that they stand
tall for you.
"Know that they are the face of America in
many regions, and it's a pretty damn good
face."
Colonel Jordan S. Chroman, OBE, US Army
Dear Ravers,
Every holiday on which this report lands, I jump on the opportunity to share
something from outside of our traditional gaming focus.
For this Memorial Day issue, I could not think of anyone better to express their
reflections about this holiday -- which many of us, myself included,
often think of first, as a long weekend.
I am deeply honored to introduce my good friend, Colonel Jordan S.

Chroman, US Army, as our guest contributor.
It is hard to believe that this man is one and the same as the somewhat "nerdly,"
artistic boy that I met in 9th grade. And that since age 19, he has set his boots down
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Bosnia and Serbia, and I'm sure, other places I will most likely
never know about.
But I know this; at any given moment, no matter where he is in this world, he will
always have my back -- and more broadly, the back of our country. Jordan's candid
words and insight remind me that integrity still exists in these tough times.
Chris
__________________________________
"Memorial Day (or Decoration Day, as it was originally called) is
simply meant to be a day of remembrance -- a day that we set
aside to honor those fallen Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and
Marines who died in the service of our country. Although the
idea of the day was born out of the horrors and immense losses
of the Civil War, this is not a day about the division between the
North and South, or the differences between conservatives and
liberals, or the rich and the poor; it is a day when all Americans
should put aside politics, religion, and social status and come
together to honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
"Many Americans think of Memorial Day as the unofficial start of summer, a threeday weekend, or a great time for picnics or barbeques. As we enjoy these activities,
it's important to remember the real reason for this holiday. Today, significantly less
than 1% of all Americans serve in the military, veterans make up less than 8% of our
current population, and many Americans have no real connection to those serving.
The war is 'over there' and it's 'sad that we lost some soldiers in Afghanistan,' but
there is little to no personal connection between the majority of our population and
those who serve.
"I can personally assure you that the men and women of our armed forces are
exceptional. Each has his or her own story -- some educated at Ivy League schools,
others who worked hard to get a GED. Most come from ordinary backgrounds and
are now part of an organization that routinely does extraordinary things.
"As a career soldier, I have been deployed on numerous military operations all over
the world, and my greatest honor and most significant challenges have dealt with
leading soldiers in battle. These warriors, often very young men and women, have
done everything we as a nation have asked them to do, and so much more. In our
current conflicts, Soldiers and Marines are asked to conduct combat operations one
day, and help rebuild schools the next. They have to be prepared to accomplish

successful combat patrols, and then be able to shift with little notice and conduct
humanitarian and nation-building type missions. That is sometimes a difficult switch
to click on and off. But they do it, and do so well.
"There are no better ambassadors for America than the soldiers with 'boots on the
ground.' In their daily dealings with the average Iraqi or Afghani, they show
compassion, integrity, fairness, and are shining examples of what is best about
America. They endure hardship without complaint, have been separated from their
families over and over again for 12-15 months at a time, are often put in harm's way,
in harrowing situations, and when you begin to wonder how they continue to go on,
they do -- with a positive attitude, a smile, and a sense of determination. They are
willing to 'ruck up' and get the mission done, to soldier on, for their buddies, their
unit, and their nation.
"Sadly, we have lost thousands of our best during these recent conflicts. The death
tolls from Iraq and Afghanistan continue to rise -- with just over six thousand deaths
to date. It is a tragic loss and each person who died has his or her own story.
Additionally, thousands more have been severely wounded from IEDs and other
enemy actions. I ask that you take the time on Memorial Day to think of them, their
families, and our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines who stand resolutely around
the globe. They aren't there for the money, or the fame, or the accolades. They do it
because someone needs to, because it's the right thing to do, because it has to be
done, and because they are dedicated professionals.
"Let us make sure that we remember the real meaning of Memorial Day, which is to
remember the sacrifices of our veterans, from the Revolutionary War to the Current
Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. To remember the fallen, and honor them in your
own way -- whether that be by reaching out to serving soldiers or veterans, offering a
prayer, or by simply showing your support through flying a flag and reflecting.
"To those of you reading this who have served -- I thank you for your service and
sacrifice. To those of you who have not served -- I thank you for the support you
show to our military men and women; your attitude is so very important to them.
"For all of you, I ask that the next time you see a service member or veteran,
thank them. Know that they stand tall for you. Know that they are the face of
America in many regions, and it's a pretty damn good face."
The Raving Flash! Report is written weekly by Christine Faria, Raving's VP of Operations & Communications, and is designed to be a
"quick read" covering everything from interesting casino promotions to gaming news. See our archived reports and newsletters by
clicking here. Got an interesting promotion or news item? Contact Chris at 775-329-7864.

